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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE:  February 27, 2023
SD INVENTION UP FOR INTERNATIONAL AWARD
Brookings, SD:  The International Housewares Association recently announced the finalists in the IHA Global Innovation Awards (gia) for product design. Chosen as one of five finalists in the category of Home Décor and Gifts is The Doorhickey®, invented by Ginger Thomson and Jay Vanduch of Brookings, SD.  The Doorhickey® suctions to sliding glass doors for hands-free opening and closing.  Global winners in each of the categories will be announced during the invitation-only gia dinner Saturday, March 4, during The Inspired Home Show 2023 at Chicago’s McCormick Place.
Entries were judged by a panel of industry experts and news media. The judging panel for the annual IHA Global Innovation Awards (gia) included housewares buyers from retailers including Ace Hardware, The Container Store, JCPenney, National Building Museum, Nebraska Furniture Mart, Pampered Chef, Quality Products, and Albertsons.  Other judges included consumer editors, bloggers and industry designers.

The finalists and global honorees will be on display in a new exhibit in the Hall of Global Product Design in the Grand Concourse Lobby of the North Building of the McCormick Place, as well as in the New Product Showcases located in the Buyers Club in each Show building. The Inspired Home Show opens at 10 a.m. on March 4 and runs through 3 p.m. on March 7.

“Congratulations to all of the finalists for an IHA Global Innovation Award for Excellence in Product Design,” said Derek Miller, IHA president & CEO. “Product innovation is the engine that keeps the home and housewares industry vibrant and profitable. It is our pleasure to honor the brands and designers that continue to push the envelope and delight both buyers and consumers.”

Thomson and Vanduch couldn’t believe their product is among the five finalists.  “The other finalists in the Home Décor and Gift category represent large companies from throughout the world.  This is an incredible honor,” said Thomson.

They plan to attend the Global Innovation Awards (gia) gala, as well as exhibit The Doorhickey® at The Inspired Home Show in the Inventors Corner, New Product Showcase, and Hall of Global Product Design.   They have also been invited to pitch their product to industry professionals who may be interested in licensing the product or placing large retail orders.

The Doorhickey® is manufactured at Cardinal Industries, Inc., in Aberdeen, SD.

For more information about Thomson and Vanduch’s patented invention, go to www.doorhickey.com. 
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